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discovered. Pressure along the spinous process was pain¬ 
less. Slight anomalies in the reaction to the electric current 
were noticed. 

During her stay in the clinic she had frequent headache. 
Paralytic symptoms appeared on the left side, which, to¬ 
gether with the phenomena on the right, much improved, 
until the symptoms on the left had entirely vanished. 
(Edema of the right extremity set in ; a decubitus spot and 
several erythematous places made their appearance. The 
muscles of the limb atrophied, and at one time there was 
paralysis of the bladder. 

Although the patient had suffered in her childhood from 
an eruption supposed to be syphilitic, yet as no other signs 
of syphilis had followed, the glands were not involved, and 
no relics of syphilis being manifest, the paralysis was 
diagnosed as rheumatism, with localization in the spinal 
meninges, limited to the zone of the anterior roots. This 
diagnosis being made, means were employed to favor the 
reabsorption of exudates, the activity of the nerve-centres 
and the nutrition of the muscles (iodide of potassium, iodide 
of iron, strychnine and electricity). Eight days after, the 
patient was much improved and the paralysis nearly dis¬ 
appeared. P. and P. 


THERAPEUTICAL. 

TREATMENT OF EPILEPSY. 

In the “ Bulletin General de Therapeutique” for March 
15, 1891, Dr, Poulet, of Planches-les-Mines, describes his 
treatment of epilepsy with the bromides combined with 
some organic agent capable of producing anaemia of the 
brain : 

“ Having decided upon a course of treatment, we must 
first consider the dose. This will vary—dependent upon 
the age and sex of the individual, idiosyncrasy and intensity 
of the affection. In adults we may give daily five to six 
grammes of the bromides in the female, seven to eight in 
the male, coupled with one centigramme of the sulphate of 
eoserine, or one centigramme of picrotoxin, or one milli¬ 
gramme of the sulphate of atropia. Instead of prescribing 
eoserine, we may substitute for it two grammes of the 
tincture of Calabar bean, or seventy-five centigrammes of 
the powder. Instead of atropia, give two grammes of the 
tincture of belladonna. 

“ In cases of cardiac epilepsy, give one and a half to two 
grammes of the tincture, or twenty-five centigrammes of 
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the powder. The administration of these drugs lessens 
the dose of the bromides, and is followed by very hapov 
results.” 7 

The author states: 44 If the treatment is well directed, 
no case of essential epilepsy can resist.” He also warns 
against the employment of two of the synergic agents 
simultaneously. W. C. K. 

BORAX IN THE TREATMENT OF EPILEPSY. 

Borax was proposed for the first time by C. Folsom in 
the treatment of epilepsy in 1881. Gowers reported four 
cases treated with this remedy, out of which in three a cure 
was obtained. Dr. Dijoud (El Siglo Medico, 1913, 1890) 
has tried it in twenty-five chronic epileptic patients in 
which the bromides had been used either without success 
or with no satisfactory results. The duration of the treat¬ 
ment was from four to seven months ; the dose varied from 
one to six grammes daily. He entirely cured one, and 
notably relieved all the others, except six. From this it 
is apparent that borax is able to diminish—in a great num¬ 
ber of cases which do not yield to the bromides—the fre¬ 
quency of the epileptic attacks. The dose may, without 
inconvenience, be carried up to six grammes per day, yet 
one should be careful to commence with one to two 
grammes daily, and progressively increase the dose. The 
following is a convenient form for a one to four-grammes 
dose: 

ft Sodii biborat. pulverizat., - - 1 - 4.00 

Syrup corticis aurant, - - 30.00 

Aquae destillat., - 100.00 

Sufficient for one day. 

Sig.— To be taken in two doses ; one in the morning, 
and the other in the evening. 

When the dose exceeds four grammes per day, one 
gramme of glycerine should be added for every gramme of 
borax over four grammes. 

In the prolonged use of the remedy Dr. Dijoud recom¬ 
mends the following formula: 


ft Sodii biborat. pulverizat., - - 10.00 

Glycerine pur., - 6.00 

Syrup corticis aurant, - 94.00 

SlG.—To be taken by the spoonful. P. and P. 



